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themselves hoarse. Matters had come to such a pass that a
revolution almost broke out—a revolution which would have
enriched history with an episode worthy of Tacitus, and
which would have made all Europe hold its sides for laugh-
ing. Fortunately it was settled without bloodshed. A notice
was stuck on the doors of the churches, declaring that but-
toned breeches would be permitted to the executioner only.
This had the desired effect, for no one cared to emulate
that worthy.
I entered Madrid by the Alcala gate. I was searched, and
my books were taken from me, but returned to me three
days after. One of the clerks asked me for a pinch of snuff;
I handed him my box. He calmly threw the contents into
the road, saying: 'Senhor, in Spain this tobacco is accursed.'
It was good Paris rape. But they are rigorous on this head.
The king, who only stuffs one enormous pinch into his
enormous nose in the morning on rising, insists that others
should keep his factory going. Spanish tobacco is very good
when it is pure, which it rarely is.
A friend at Bordeaux had given me the address of an
hotel, where I took comfortable rooms, but I suffered some-
what from the cold, which is drier and more stinging than
in Paris, in spite of Madrid being forty degrees further
south. One reason is that the city site is the highest in
Europe, and is furthermore surrounded by mountains. The
air is bad for foreigners, especially those of a full habit.
Spaniards, who are generally thin and wizened, never go
out without their long black mantle. The poor people wear
a regular Arab burnous. The men are narrow-minded and
prejudiced, while the women, although ignorant, are gen-
erally intelligent. Both sexes are animated by desires and
passions as lively as the air they breathe, and as burning as
the sun which shines on them. The men hate foreigners,
but the women revenge us by loving us, though with the
most extreme caution,
I had need of a servant who could speak French, and
much difficulty succeeded in finding one, and at an

